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. | BEST WISHES 


For The New Year 


We want to take this occasion to wish you a Happy New Year! 


‘i- May health, prosperity, and success be yours. May you be sur- 
rounded by friends and cherished by loved ones. May the deepest long- 
ings of your heart find satisfaction. 


World conditions being what they are, we are beginning to get used 
to being surprised that we are still here and not blown to atomic bits. 
' Year by year we have been made conscious that this year may be the 
e 


ne last — and for many, even in the natural course of events, it will be. 
m . We wish that in some way we could guarantee to each one all the 


ingredients which go to make up a happy life. But it is not in our 
y = power to grant health, success, and prosperity, and only in a limited 


sense can we supply the heart’s need for love and friendship. 
= But we do know and recommend One Who can bring happiness 
ry S throughout the New Year — the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is able to give health, happiness and success, and to know His 
Love and His faithful friendship can mean more to you than anything 





- else in the whole wide world. 
ple He is able to give more than happiness. He can give satisfaction 
mm and joy, even when the things that make for happiness are swept 
«: away... 

Let Him be your confidence. Trust Him as your Saviour. Confide 
an in Him as your Friend. Receive forgiveness at His hand. Share the 


eternal life He freely gives... 
pip In the New Year, make it a point to learn more about this wonderful 
Saviour and Friend through Bible reading and church attendance. 


le —Willard M. Aldrich 
The AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
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This issue will reach most of our 
subscribers over the week-end immedi- 
ately following Christmas. There will 
be thoughts of Salvation and of Serv- 
ice as we think of the Saviour who 
was born... to die. The Christmas 
scene so sparkling with silver and 
white stretches onward to a horizon 
tinged with blood ... the blood of our 
Justification on Calvary. 





Last Sunday night we went to 
church. Now that would be a trite 
remark except for the fact that in 
this instance going to church wasn’t 
easy. The temperature hovered 
around 20 and there was ice on the 
streets. We had to drive a long dis- 
tance to find a Presbyterian church 
open. In the cold night we passed 
the flashing neon lights of ‘“‘drive- 
ins” where’ bundled-up waitresses 
hurried with trays to satisfy the 
hungry. Beyond a red sign advertis- 
ing a bar loomed the ghostly shadow of 
a darkened church building . . . empty. 
There were forty-five persons gathered 
in the sanctuary where we worshiped. 
Not a large crowd but nearly three 
times the size of the apostolic band.. 





An item on the desk today men- 
tioned a Lutheran church official who 
agreed that there was no reason for 
opening PTA meetings with an 
invocation as such organizations are 
so closely connected with tax-support- 
ed schools. To our way of thinking 
this deliverance illustrates the type of 
logic which, spontaneously erupting 
from dormant mentalities half-fed and 
seldom exercised, is too often respon- 
sible for resolutions academic, political 
and ecclesiastic. We’ve even seen it 
happen in Presbytery meetings. 





Our thirteen-year-old has just com- 
pleted a school assignment to write 
“An Original Christmas Story”. Here 
is the way she began: “Ouch! Oh! 
Help! said Santa Claus sadly, every 
time I start down a chimney somebody 
has left hot ashes in it...” 
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War In The Congo 


CONGO—War — open conflict—is 
at this writing going on in the Congo: 
not between the natives and the whites 
but between the tribes. The effect 
has been a severe disruption of the 
relatively peaceful life of the Congo; 
the upset of vital work in our Mission 
Stations; the loss of many valuable 
workers and skilled technicians. 


Chief cause of the turmoil has been 
the local elections scheduled through- 
out the Congo Dec. 6, affording the 
Congolese their first opportunity to 
elect their own administrators from 
among their own people. While these 
elections are highly significant locally, 
they indicate no radical change in ad- 
ministration as the government will 
continue to exercise administrative 
control over the entire situation for 
the time being. However, the oppor- 
tunity to elevate particular tribes to 
prominence through the election of tri- 
bal representatives to government has 
provided justification, in the native 
minds, for bloody inter-tribal conflicts. 


For many years the fruits of en- 
lightened colonialism and the Gospel 
of Christ have unified the Congolese 
across tribal patterns of life, breaking 
down native walls of separation. The 
Luluas, whose territory embraces the 
greater part of the area served by our 
Mission, are less progressive among 
the Congolese, more indolent, less re- 
sponsive to education and to the Gos- 
pel. The Balubas, on the other hand, 
formerly from more southern climes, 
moved into the central part of the 
Congo with the advent of Western civi- 
lization under the missionaries. More 
responsive, more intelligent and de- 
pendable, they also have heard the 
Gospel more gladly. It is mostly from 
among the Balubas that the teachers, 
medical assistants, nurses, secretaries 
and skilled workers have come. 


Suddenly, the prospect of electing 
tribal representatives to positions of 
government has pitted these tribes— 
and others—against each other. To the 
uneducated African the only way to 
win the elections and place their own 
people in authority is to kill all who 
may vote for the opposition. The Lu- 
luas embarked on a campaign to drive 
all Balubas from the territory. Inter- 
tribal marriages have broken up. Fam- 
ilies have been driven from lands up- 
on which they have always lived. Tribe 
has been pitted against tribe in bitter, 
bloody conflict, destroying the work 
of years in both State and Church. 


The primitive heathen mind is a 
strangely complex thing. As the na- 
tives, responding to the flaming call 
of nationalism, try to lift themselves 
out of servitude into the Western 
way of life with its democratic pro- 
cesses, they often find the transition 
too hard to assimilate at once. Dem- 
ocratic processes, of course, depend 
on spiritual responsibility, enlighted 
morality . . . in short, the Christian 
perspective. To the pagan mind which 
has not yet been changed by Christ, 
the end justifies any means whatever. 
In the explosion of jealous ambition 
the veneer of civilization peels off 
and the jungle paths are left strewn 
with the bodies of former neighbors 
whose crime is not to spring from the 
same tribal origin. 


There is but one hope for the Con- 
go today, that the power of Jesus 
Christ Who unites men into one tribe 
will be found in sufficient hearts to 
avoid disaster for the whole region. 
The Gospel of salvation and of a new 
birth in Christ is the only thing which 
can bring order out of chaos to a peo- 
ple with their heads up in a country 
whose potential is beyond calculation. 


Pray for the Congo today; for the 
missionaries who are trying to carry 
on in trying times; for the native 
Church, witnessing amidst persecution; 
for those in whom the fury of natural 
passions has brought the land to its 
present state of turmoil. Pray that 
our God will “strengthen the weak 
hands and uphold the feeble knees.” 

—Manford H. Saunders 


Council Debates 
Missions Policy 


The Division of Home and Foreign 
Missions of the National Council of 
Churches met in Atlantic City, Dec. 8- 
11, for the first time together, to spell 
out the nature and obligation of the 
Christian enterprise at home and 
abroad. Some 500 delegates and ob- 
servers representing constituent 
churches were present. This is 
an on-the-spot, first-hand report in 
order that the readers of the JOUR- 
NAL may have an insight into the 
aims and the operation of the NCC at 
work, in this case formulating the 
pattern under which Christian missions 
presumably will function. 


This was the joint annual meeting 
of both Foreign and Home Missions 
Divisions. These were brought togeth- 
er to suggest that too long they have 
been apart. As Dr. H. Edwin Espy, 
Associate General Secretary of the 
NCC said in an address: “The unity 
of our mission must transcend our 
denominations, it must embrace the na- 
tions . . . at the very least it calls us 
to make common cause in home and 
foreign missions.” His point of view 
was shared by most delegates. 


There were some, however, who de- 
murred. As a representative of the 
Reformed Church in America saw it, 
“Too long we have allowed the for- 
eign enterprise to determine policy 
and procedures at home. There must 
be a difference — not a unification 
— if, for no other reason than that 
abroad, in dealing with the ‘younger 
churches’ you are dealing with the 
main stream of the Church. At home, 
the ministry given us has been to 
minority groups.” Some, of course, 
would wonder about that assessment. 


Each delegate was sent, in advance, 
a copy of an address delivered to 
the General Board of the NCC a week 
earlier by Dr. Virgil A. Sly, Chair- 
man of the Executive Board of the 


Division of Foreign Missions. This 
address served informally to “key- 
note” the conference, to suggest its 
intent and movement and to provide 
background for the main addresses of 
the conference itself, for the well- 
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directed discussions and ultimately the 
“message to the churches” which the 
conference adopted. 


In his address Dr. Sly declared: 
“The basic challenge is change itself. 
If we can meet the challenge of 
change, we can meet the emerging 
ideologies which are but effects. To 
do this we ourselves must change.” 
“The taint of colonialism still clings 
to missionary work. Christianity is 
often known as the white man’s re- 
ligion.”” To offset this the missionary 
must become more closely identified 
with the people, “working under the 
direction of the church to whom he 
is sent.” “The role of the mission as 
the dominant body with sovereign con- 
trol is passing out of the picture. Our 
new relationship is from ‘church to 
church,’ not from denominational 
board to church.” 


“We must turn funds over to the 
native churches” for them to admin- 
ister directly. And we must delegate 
to the cooperative bodies we have 
created, such as the NCC, the IMC and 
the WCC creativity in leadership: “We 
should encourage (them) to seek a 
creative role that places them in posi- 
tions of leadership rather than merely 
a group that executes a responsibility 
allocated to it by boards or denomina- 
tions.” 


Dr. Sly referred to the “rising tide 
of non-cooperative missions.”’ (Non- 
NCC). In the year 1958 boards not 
affiliated with the National Council 
in any way sent out about 55% of all 
the missionaries from the U.S. Surely, 
he said, “there must be some way to 
bridge this rift in Protestantism across 
the world.” 


The theme of the Conference was 
“From Missions to Mission.” It was 
intended to suggest to the delegates 
that the churches have failed to recog- 
nize that they have a supreme “mis- 
sion” in the world, in their preoccupa- 
tion with their “missionary enter- 
prises,” an administrative, “static ec- 
clesiastical pattern” in which some 
Christians felt involved, some did not. 
In the church’s true “mission” every 
Christian is involved. 


More profoundly, the theme sug- 
gested the world situation and the 
way theology is “evolved” today: 
churches being forced to re-assess 
their mission by the pressure of the 
revolutionary changes taking place 
within their own enterprises at home 
and abroad. To keep pace with change 
— as the theme and Dr. Sly suggested 
— the churches must change them- 






selves or become lost in the shuffle. 
As one delegate saw it, “paternalism 
is becoming fraternalism because the 
formerly paternalized are demanding 
s.” 


“Change,” and its sequel, “unity” 
(for the first time superseding “co- 
operation”), were the big words at 
the conference. Speaker after speak- 
er referred to “catastrophic changes,” 
“revolutionary changes” in social and 
economic patterns, in the attitude of 
nationals toward “foreigners” abroad, 
in missionary concepts, in service con- 
cepts, in theology. As another dele- 
gate said: “The African no longer 
wants the missionary to control things. 
In places he has said, ‘unless you turn 
over your work to us we will take it 
from you.’” A member of the Afri- 
ean church pointedly announced to 
the assembly: “By 1970 Africa will 
be wholly free from outside control. 
That means the church, too’’. 


Acknowledging the gravity of the 
situation, speaker after speaker indi- 
cated that the only solution lies in 1) 
increasing autonomy for the native 
churches abroad and 2) increasing 
unity in the home churches’ dealings 
with them and with each other. One 
speaker called flatly for a “re-struc- 
turing” of the NCC. 





All of them implied — if they did 
not say so directly — that the thought 
of home boards dealing separately and 
individually with overseas churches in 
which denominations are united and 
working together (as in the United 
Church of Christ in Japan) is unthink- 
able. The proper home agency is 
the “cooperative body’. In_ other 
words, it is high time the proper of- 
fices of the NCC took over the func- 
tions of denominational missions 
boards in the U. S. 


Dr. Eugene L. Smith, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Methodist Board of Mis- 
sions, in what many delegates con- 
sidered the most significant address 
of the conference, called for a recogni- 
tion of new dimensions overseas which 
require “both a holy boldness and a 
radical creativity on our part.” The 
“old covenant of mission and respon- 
sibility”, the “western pattern” which 
overseas churches have had to accept 
in the past has been one of “coopera- 
tion at the fringe rather than at the 
center of the task.” Today we are 
challenged to “a radically different 
orientation.” “The power of decision 
belongs not with the mission board 
giving aid, but with the local church 
which is doing the evangelism” in the 


(Cont. on P. 15) 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask.” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. What steps must a minister of 
another denomination take in order to 
be received by the Presbyterian 
Church? 


A. Whatever steps are required by 
the Presbytery to which he makes ap- 
plication, ordinarily to its examining 
committee through its stated clerk. 
These steps should be: a call to a 
particular work within the bounds of 
that Presbytery; credentials indicat- 
ing that he is in good ecclesiastical 
standing in his own denomination; 
and ability to meet the educational re- 
quirements set forth in par. 74 of 
the Book of Church Order, unless he 
qualifies for the exceptions enumerat- 
ed in the same paragraph. When he 
presents himself before the Presby- 
tery, he should expect a stiff examina- 
tion in the areas in which his denomi- 
nation is known to differ from the 
Presbyterian Church. 


Q. When are congregational meet- 
ings called? 
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A. Congregational meetings are 
held only at the call of the session, 
which may be required to issue a call 
upon petition by one fourth of the 
membership. The only reasons specifi- 
cally mentioned in the Book of Church 
Order are: the calling of a minister, the 
election of officers and trustees, and 
matters affecting the title or value 
of church property. However, the 
General Assembly of 1876 issued an 
in thesi deliverance which permits ses- 


sions to call a meeting for any “prop- 
er” purpose. This interpretation is 
based on the duty of the session to 
“concert best measures for promoting 
the spiritual interests of the Church 
and of the congregation” (B. O. C. O. 
Par. 65). Thus meetings are frequent- 
ly called for such matters as accept- 
ing the Budget adopted by the session. 
Technically, the actual adoption of the 
Budget might be viewed as falling 
within the purview of the congrega- 
tion if it changes the terms of the 
pastor’s call. 





1959 


cert 
ing 
we 

of | 
min 
Aft 
sior 
see 
life 
tior 
me 
tha 
ble: 
be 

ree 


tea 





As we look back on a span of years 
certain moments stand out as turn- 
ing points in our lives. Very often 
we come to crossroads in the journey 
of life when the road we take deter- 
mines what kind of life we will have. 
After twenty-seven years on the mis- 
sion field in Brazil I look back and 
see five very decisive moments in my 
life. Under God’s direction my reac- 
tion to these moments has brought 
me a life full of blessing. I pray 
that relating them here may bring 
blessings to many young lives who may 
be at the turning points of their ca- 
reers. 


I. A Sunday Morning in the Sun- 
day School 


“James, we are all expecting you to 
be a minister,” said my Sunday School 
teacher that morning. I was a little 
boy about eight years of age sitting 
on a little red chair in a corner of the 
one room building. It was a small 
and inefficient school but God used 
that godly woman to plant a seed in 
my mind from which I was never able 
te escape. I did not want to be a 
minister. I wanted to be a good 
Christian and help my church but I 
did not want to go into the ministry. 
But many, many times when I would 
in my mind struggle with the problem 
of what I was going to do with my 
life I would end up with a sigh think- 
ing that I would have to be a minister. 
When I was about fourteen or fifteen 
years of age I saw some phases of a 
minister’s life that made me make up 
my mind that I would not be a min- 
ister, anything else but that! 


Il. My first day in College. 


It was a very thrilling day for me. 
I had worked and saved my money and 
had enough to pay my way for at 
least one year. I was a very timid 
freshman feeling my way around on 
that first day in college when an older 
student representing the student Y. M. 
C. A. gave me a card and told me to 
sign it if I could. It was the well- 
known Christian man’s fundamental 
life-work decision, with three declara- 
tions about as follows: 1. I will live 


my life under God for others rather 
than for myself, for the advancement 





Five Decisive Moments In My Life 


REV. J. R. WOODSON 


of the Kingdom of God rather than 
for my personal success; 2. I will 
not drift into my work but will do my 
utmost by prayer, study and consulta- 
tion to find God’s will for my life; 3. 
Having found His will for my life I 
will do it whatever it costs and where- 
ever it may take me. I did not sign 
it at once. But the more I studied it 
the more I was convinced that it was 
reasonable and something that any 
Christian should be willing to sub- 
scribe to. I put my name to it never 
dreaming what it would cost me and 
where it would take me. But I was 
determined that it should not lead me 
into the ministry. 


III. A day on a Country Road. 


A struggle had been going on for a 
long time in my soul. I knew in my 
heart that I should give my life to 
definite Christian service but my sel- 
fish nature fought against it. For 
two years I had been taking an active 
part in Christian activities on the 
campus, in the student Y. M. C. A. 
and the local church. And then the 
Y. M. C. A. sent me as a delegate to 
a great student convention at Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin. For some ten 
days I lived with 900 Christian college 
men and was deeply moved by the mes- 
sages of the great student leaders of 
that generation. More than once I 
was on the point of declaring myself 
a candidate for the ministry but I de- 
cided that I should not let the impact 
of that great gathering rush me off 
my feet. 


I left that convention with the strug- 
gle going on in an intensified form. 
Like many other students of that day 
I was selling books that summer to 
make money for my expenses in col- 
lege. On a bright beautiful morning 
a few days after the convention I was 
walking down a country road with 
two voices ringing in my inner self. I 
sat down on a log by the roadside 
and said to myself that I would decide 
the matter one way or another be- 
fore I got up. The Spirit of the 
Lord spoke to me as effectively as if 
it had been an audible voice and I 
answered: “Lord, I will go into the 
ministry if You will open the way.” 
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And a great peace entered my heart 
in that moment of yielding. 


IV. A Night in my Room in the 


Seminary. 


I finished college in the moving 
days of the first World War. Presi- 
dent Wilson had proclaimed it a war 
to end war and I felt the urge to have 
a part in that noble crusade. I was 
exempt from military service but I 
volunteered in the Marine Corps. 
When the war was over I returned 
to the States and in a few days found 
myself in the Seminary. I had arrived 
some ten days after classes had start- 
ed and as I undertook to learn the mod- 
el Hebrew verb and other mystifying 
subjects I felt bewildered. I would 
sit in my room in the Seminary at 
night alone and talk to myself. “Here 
you are,” I would say to myself. “You 
are going to be a minister but where 
are you going to serve?” Long be- 
fore I had heard the call of the for- 
eign field but I did not want to be a 
foreign missionary. And the old 
struggle began again. After many 
days of this, on my knees in my room 
in the Seminary I said: “Lord, I will 
go to the foreign field if You will 
open the way.” And again the peace 
that passeth all understanding entered 
my heart. 


V. A day in my first home as a 


Minister. 


After a very happy three years, 
Seminary graduation day came. I in- 
formed the Foreign Missions Commit- 
tee that I was ready to go to the field 
but there were no funds to send me. 
Perhaps down deep in my heart I said 
to myself that after all I was not go- 
ing to be a foreign missionary, I had 
escaped! I was called to a promising 
Home Missions church in the suburbs 
of the city where I had studied. Six 
months later I married and set up our 
first home. The church grew rapidly. 
We found a place for ourselves in the 
life of the community. Life was go- 
ing well and the idea of being a for- 
eign missionary was gradually fading 
from my mind. After two years an 
invitation came to visit another church 
with a view to being called as pastor 











with a salary bigger than I have ever 
received. But when we were consider- 
ing this a knock came on our door one 
night and a missionary from Brazil 
walked in and talked Brazil to us al- 
most all night. When he went away 
the next morning a hush fell over our 
spirits as we felt that the Lord was say- 
ing something to us. My wife and I did 
not talk about it much but one morn- 
ing some days later I heard her sing- 
ing as she went about her household 
duties. She was singing: “Have 
Thine Own Way.” A few weeks later 
we had an auction sale and sold off 
our precious household belongings and 
set sail for Brazil. 


Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all 
that. is within me, bless His Holy 
Name. I bless Him with all my heart 
because at the decisive moments of 
my life He has led me to make the de- 
cisions that have led into an unspeak- 
ably blessed life of happy and reward- 
ing service. 


The Rev. Mr. Woodson is an Evan- 
gelistic Missionary stationed in Uber- 
landia, Minas, Brazil. 





The World In A Nutshell 


Imagine all the world’s population 
compressed in proportion into a town 
of a thousand people. Sixty persons 
would represent the U. S., 940 all 
the rest of the world. The sixty 
Americans would have half the total 
income in the town. 


Of the sixty Americans, thirty-six 
would belong to the church. In the 
town as a whole, nearly 300 would 
know about Christianity. About ten 
would give some evidence of being 
Christian. 


At least 80 in the town would be 
Communist and give evidence of it. 
370 more would be dominated by Com- 
munists. 


The Americans would have much 
more than they needed to eat and 
most of the rest of the town would 
be hungry. The Americans would have 
fifty times as much machinery, ap- 
pliances and other goods as the rest. 


More than half of the non-Ameri- 
cans would never have heard of Christ, 
and yet the Americans would be spend- 
‘ng more for cigarettes and beer than 
to make Him known. 


—Bulletin of the 
Ingleside church, 
Scotdale, Ga. 


EVERY MAN HAS HIS PRICE? 


The scene is a fair ground lavishly 
decorated with flags from all the na- 
tions of the world. A gigantic auc- 
tion platform is directly in front of 
us, and Life’s Auctioneer is speaking: 
“Step right up! Step right up, ladies 
and gentlemen, and see what the Auc- 
tioneer has to offer today! Now this 
is not an ordinary auction — rather, 
the AUCTION OF A LIFETIME, for 
every man, they say, has his price. 


“Business is slow today, yet I can 
remember that great day when I sold 
Rome her Augustus and Greece her 
Alexander. I hesitate to say this, but 
I have days at the other extreme, too, 
when I have upon the world’s auction 
block men and women who fear God. 
They are bad risks in a world which 
bids only with pleasure, wealth and 
fame. My buyers seem to care little 
about bidding for those who profess 
the Lord’s name. For instance, there 
were once three Jews; Shadrack, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who refused 
to follow Nebuchadnezzar’s proclama- 
tion and worship the golden image. 
Sadly, I must say, they were not avail- 
able at any price; thus I had little 
choice other than to cast them into 
the fiery furnace. 


“I do remember one exception to 
the bad risks among God-fearers: a 
man called Job. In his case, every- 
thing was on sale except his life and 
soul. I thought I would again sell at 
a ridiculously low price for lack of in- 
terest, but my best customer, Satan, 





Christianity must not allow pagan 
or secular philosophies to supply 
the definitions of the good life 
that men shall follow. The aim 
of redemption is not simply to res- 
cue sinners from the pangs of hell, 
as important as that is, but to re- 
store men to fellowship with God 
and to holiness of life. The Holy 
Spirit is the efficacious moral agent 
to bring this about in the life of 
believers. It is not for nothing that 
the Spirit God has given us is called 
the Holy Spirit. And the supreme 
work of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of a believer is a moral work. 


-Carl F. H. Henry 
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bid an excessive sum just to torment 
Job. I dare say that was a strange 
sale. 


“Speaking of strange transactions— 
nearly two thousand years ago I fea- 
tured Very God manifest in the flesh 
upon my auction block. Only the 
preachers and religious leaders were 
clamoring to bid on this Jesus. | 
couldn’t quite feature the desertion 
of His followers who devotedly pledged 
themselves to believe in Him at all 
costs. But He was without honor in 
His own country and even the houses 
of worship would not hear Him. Or- 
ganized religion demanded that ‘His 
blood be on us and on our children!’ 
I let the gavel fall and proclaimed, 
‘What are you willing to give me for 
turning Him over to you?’ I waited 
for the churchmen’s answer, those self- 
righteous ones, and their price was 
about twenty dollars! Yes, they bid on 
the Lord that day but they were on 
the block and they sold their souls for 
the price of a common slave. An in- 
finitesimal price for the Living God, 
mind you, but business is business. On 
the world’s market just and godly men 
are never much in demand—particular- 
ly the Holy Christ, God Himself, who 
said, ‘What does it profit a man, if he 
gains the world and loses his own 
soul?’ 


“Will you pardon me? 
buyers have arrived — 


I see my 
ladies and 


gentlemen, you are on my auction 
block, and the world is bidding for 
you! Going, going... gone for what 
price?” 


—William Jeanes 





FOR YOUR BULLETIN 


No one was ever honored for what 
he received; honor is the reward for 
what one gives. 

Prayer is not conquering God’s re- 
but taking hold of God’s 
willingness. 

When you stop to think, don’t for- 
get to start again. 


luctance, 


Leisure is a beautiful garment, but 
it will not do for constant wear. 






THE SERMON- 
Behold The Lamb Of God! 


REV. JOHN L. FAIN, JR. 


Text: John 1:36 


God created Adam and Eve sinless, 
placed them in the garden of Eden, 
and gave them everything they could 
ever wish for. When they became 
hungry, all they had to do was pick 
food from the trees and eat it. When 
they were thirsty, clear cool water 
ran throughout the land. When they 
became sleepy or tired all they had to 
do was lie down and sleep as long as 
they wanted to. They were truly in 
a perfect environment. But when 
man is “at ease in Zion,” then he is 
in the most danger. Then it is that 
the Devil slips up on him. It has been 
said that “an idle mind is the Devil’s 
workshop,” and this was certainly true 
with our first parents. 


Satan came to Eve first in the form 
of a serpent, tempting her with the 
fruit of the tree which was in the 
midst of the garden, the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, and she, 
yielding, “took of the fruit thereof, 
and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her; and he did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened, 
and they knew they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons.’”’ Man sought 
to repair what he had undone by 
flimsy fig leaves. His effort at self- 
righteousness was a failure, and so we 
read — “Unto Adam also and to his 
wife did the Lord God make coats of 
skins, and clothed them’”’. 
ing them, no doubt, blood was shed. 
The life of an animal was taken, and 
blood sacrifices began. It is said that 
every rope of the English navy may 
be identified by a red thread running 
through it from one end to the 
other. From this point on through 
the Bible the blood stream of redemp- 
tion can be seen on almost every page. 


Some time later we have the account 
of Cain and Abel: “Abel was a keep- 
er of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground. And in process of time 
it came to pass, that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an offering 


In cloth- 


unto the Lord. And Abel also brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of 
the fat thereof. And the Lord had 
respect unto Abel and to his offer- 
ings; but unto Cain and to his offer- 
ing he had not respect .. .” 


The Lord must have made known 
in some way that He would be pleased 
with the sacrifice of a lamb or some 
other animal as atonement for sin; 
for we read in the New Testament, 
“By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts 
...” Notice that it was “by faith’, 
showing that the faith of Abel in sac- 
rificing a lamb was based upon some 
revealed will of God, while the offer- 
ing of fruit by Cain was contrary to 
what Jehovah had taught. At the 
beginning we see the blood of a lamb 
for a man. Behold the lamb of God! 


Let us look next at the children of 
Israel in Egypt under bondage. Moses 
has been into the presence of Pharaoh 
a number of times trying to get him to 
let Israel go, but as yet he has had no 
success. Nine judgments have been vis- 
ited upon Pharaoh and his kingdom to 
no avail. Now we hear the Lord again 
speaking to Moses, “Speak ye unto all 
the congregation of Israel, saying, In 
the tenth day of this month they shall 
take them every man a lamb, accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers, A 
lamb for an house and the 
whole assembly of the congregation 
of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 
And they shall take of the blood, and 
strike it on the two side posts of the 
houses, wherein they shall eat it... 
For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt this night, and will smite all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judg- 
ment: I am the Lord. And the blood 
shall be to you for a token upon the 
houses where ye are: And when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you 


to destroy you, when I smite the land 
of Egypt .. .” 


We can well imagine the prepara- 
tion for this first passover. Each 
family takes a lamb — “a lamb for 
an house” — and carefully prepares 
everything so that when the destroy- 
ing angel passes through the land he 
will pass over the houses where the 
instructions have been carried out and 
the blood properly placed. We can 
almost hear some member of the fam- 
ily asking, “Father, are you sure the 
blood is on the door posts?” And 
we see the father as he takes this 
member of the household to the front 
door, and pointing to the blood, says, 
“Our home is safe under the blood of 
the lamb.”” Here we see the blood of 
a lamb for a family. Behold the Lamb 
of God! 


Let us not stop here. See the pro- 
gressive atonement as it moves froma 
man to a family, and then to a whole 
nation. On through the Bible we 
turn until we come to Israel as a na- 
tion in the wilderness. Certain laws, 
forms, ceremonies and things pertain- 
ing to worship have been given Moses 
by the Lord in order to instruct the 
nation. Among these teachings we 
have the commands concerning the 
tabernacle and its purpose. Sacrifices 
were to be offered by the priests and 
the high priests. The priests went in- 
to the holy place daily to perform 
their sacred duties before the Lord 
in behalf of the people, but the High 
Priest, and there was only one, had a 
unique job which he alone could per- 
form on the day of atonement. We 
have a record of this in Lev. 16:29-33, 


“And this shall be a statute forever 
unto you: that in the seventh month, 
on the tenth day of the month, ye shall 
afflict your souls, and do no work at 
all, whether it be one of your own 
country, or a stranger that sojourneth 
among you: For on that day shall the 
priest make an atonement for you, 
to cleanse you, that ye may be clean 
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with a salary bigger than I have ever 
received. But when we were consider- 
ing this a knock came on our door one 
night and a missionary from Brazil 
walked in and talked Brazil to us al- 
most all night. When he went away 
the next morning a hush fell over our 
spirits as we felt that the Lord was say- 
ing something to us. My wife and I did 
not talk about it much but one morn- 
ing some days later I heard her sing- 
ing as she went about her household 
duties. She was singing: “Have 
Thine Own Way.” A few weeks later 
we had an auction sale and sold off 
our precious household belongings and 
set sail for Brazil. 


Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all 
that is within me, bless His Holy 
Name. I bless Him with all my heart 
because at the decisive moments of 
my life He has led me to make the de- 
cisions that have led into an unspeak- 
ably blessed life of happy and reward- 
ing service. 


The Rev. Mr. Woodson is an Evan- 
gelistic Missionary stationed in Uber- 
landia, Minas, Brazil. 





The World In A Nutshell 


Imagine all the world’s population 
compressed in proportion into a town 
of a thousand people. Sixty persons 
would represent the U. S., 940 all 
the rest of the world. The sixty 
Americans would have half the total 
income in the town. 


Of the sixty Americans, thirty-six 
would belong to the church. In the 
town as a whole, nearly 300 would 
know about Christianity. About ten 
would give some evidence of being 
Christian. 


At least 80 in the town would be 
Communist and give evidence of it. 
370 more would be dominated by Com- 
munists. 


The Americans would have much 
more than they needed to eat and 
most of the rest of the town would 
be hungry. The Americans would have 
fifty times as much machinery, ap- 
pliances and other goods as the rest. 


More than half of the non-Ameri- 
cans would never have heard of Christ, 
and yet the Americans would be spend- 
ing more for cigarettes and beer than 
to make Him known. 


—Bulletin of the 
Ingleside church, 
Scotdale, Ga. 






EVERY MAN HAS HIS PRICE? 


The scene is a fair ground lavishly 
decorated with flags from all the na- 
tions of the world. A gigantic auc- 
tion platform is directly in front of 
us, and Life’s Auctioneer is speaking: 
“Step right up! Step right up, ladies 
and gentlemen, and see what the Auc- 
tioneer has to offer today! Now this 
is not an ordinary auction — rather, 
the AUCTION OF A LIFETIME, for 
every man, they say, has his price. 


“Business is slow today, yet I can 
remember that great day when I sold 
Rome her Augustus and Greece her 
Alexander. I hesitate to say this, but 
I have days at the other extreme, too, 
when I have upon the world’s auction 
block men and women who fear God. 
They are bad risks in a world which 
bids only with pleasure, wealth and 
fame. My buyers seem to care little 
about bidding for those who profess 
the Lord’s name. For instance, there 
were once three Jews; Shadrack, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who refused 
to follow Nebuchadnezzar’s proclama- 
tion and worship the golden image. 
Sadly, I must say, they were not avail- 
able at any price; thus I had little 
choice other than to cast them into 
the fiery furnace. 


“T do remember one exception to 
the bad risks among God-fearers: a 
man called Job. In his case, every- 
thing was on sale except his life and 
soul. I thought I would again sell at 
a ridiculously low price for lack of in- 
terest, but my best customer, Satan, 





Christianity must not allow pagan 
or secular philosophies to supply 
the definitions of the good life 
that men shall follow. The aim 
of redemption is not simply to res- 
cue sinners from the pangs of hell, 
as important as that is, but to re- 
store men to fellowship with God 
and to holiness of life. The Holy 
Spirit is the efficacious moral agent 
to bring this about in the life of 
believers. It is not for nothing that 
the Spirit God has given us is called 
the Holy Spirit. And the supreme 
work of the Holy Spirit in the life 
of a believer is a moral work. 


—Carl F. H. Henry 
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bid an excessive sum just to torment 
Job. I dare say that was a strange 
sale. 


“Speaking of strange transactions— 
nearly two thousand years ago I fea- 
tured Very God manifest in the flesh 
upon my auction block. Only the 
preachers and religious leaders were 
clamoring to bid on this Jesus. | 
couldn’t quite feature the desertion 
of His followers who devotedly pledged 
themselves to believe in Him at all 
costs. But He was without honor in 
His own country and even the houses 
of worship would not hear Him. Or- 
ganized religion demanded that ‘His 
blood be on us and on our children!’ 
I let the gavel fall and proclaimed, 
‘What are you willing to give me for 
turning Him over to you?’ I waited 
for the churchmen’s answer, those self- 
righteous ones, and their price was 
about twenty dollars! Yes, they bid on 
the Lord that day but they were on 
the block and they sold their souls for 
the price of a common slave. An in- 
finitesimal price for the Living God, 
mind you, but business is business. On 
the world’s market just and godly men 
are never much in demand—particular- 
ly the Holy Christ, God Himself, who 
said, ‘What does it profit a man, if he 
gains the world and loses his own 
soul?’ 


“Will you pardon me? I see my 


buyers have arrived — ladies and 
gentlemen, you are on my auction 
block, and the world is bidding for 
you! Going, going ... gone for what 
price?” 


—wWilliam Jeanes 





FOR YOUR BULLETIN 


No one was ever honored for what 
he received; honor is the reward for 
what one gives. 

Prayer is not conquering God’s re- 
but taking hold of God’s 
willingness. 

When you stop to think, don’t for- 
get to start again. 


luctance, 


Leisure is a beautiful garment, but 
it will not do for constant wear. 


. 


THE SERMON- 
Behold The Lamb Of God! 


REV. JOHN L. FAIN, JR. 


Text: John 1:36 


God created Adam and Eve sinless, 
placed them in the garden of Eden, 
and gave them everything they could 
ever wish for. When they became 
hungry, all they had to do was pick 
food from the trees and eat it. When 
they were thirsty, clear cool water 
ran throughout the land. When they 
became sleepy or tired all they had to 
do was lie down and sleep as long as 
they wanted to. They were truly in 
a perfect environment. But when 
man is “at ease in Zion,” then he is 
in the most danger. Then it is that 
the Devil slips up on him. It has been 
said that “an idle mind is the Devil’s 
workshop,” and this was certainly true 
with our first parents. 


Satan came to Eve first in the form 
of a serpent, tempting her with the 
fruit of the tree which was in the 
midst of the garden, the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, and she, 
yielding, “took of the fruit thereof, 
and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her; and he did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened, 
and they knew they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons.” Man sought 
to repair what he had undone by 
flimsy fig leaves. His effort at self- 
righteousness was a failure, and so we 
read — “Unto Adam also and to his 
wife did the Lord God make coats of 
skins, and clothed them”. In cloth- 
ing them, no doubt, blood was shed. 
The life of an animal was taken, and 
blood sacrifices began. It is said that 
every rope of the English navy may 
be identified by a red thread running 
through it from one end to the 
other. From this point on through 
the Bible the blood stream of redemp- 
tion can be seen on almost every page. 


Some time later we have the account 
of Cain and Abel: “Abel was a keep- 
er of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground. And in process of time 
it came to pass, that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an offering 


unto the Lord. And Abel also brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of 
the fat thereof. And the Lord had 
respect unto Abel and to his offer- 
ings; but unto Cain and to his offer- 
ing he had not respect .. .” 


The Lord must have made known 
in some way that He would be pleased 
with the sacrifice of a lamb or some 
other animal as atonement for sin; 
for we read in the New Testament, 
“By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts 

..’ Notice that it was “by faith’’, 
showing that the faith of Abel in sac- 
rificing a lamb was based upon some 
revealed will of God, while the offer- 
ing of fruit by Cain was contrary to 
what Jehovah had taught. At the 
beginning we see the blood of a lamb 
for a man. Behold the lamb of God! 


Let us look next at the children of 
Israel in Egypt under bondage. Moses 
has been into the presence of Pharaoh 
a number of times trying to get him to 
let Israel go, but as yet he has had no 
success. Nine judgments have been vis- 
ited upon Pharaoh and his kingdom to 
no avail. Now we hear the Lord again 
speaking to Moses, “Speak ye unto all 
the congregation of Israel, saying, In 
the tenth day of this month they shall 
take them every man a lamb, accord- 
ing to the house of their fathers, A 
lamb for an house and the 
whole assembly of the congregation 
of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 
And they shall take of the blood, and 
strike it on the two side posts of the 
houses, wherein they shall eat it... 
For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt this night, and will smite all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judg- 
ment: I am the Lord. And the blood 
shall be to you for a token upon the 
houses where ye are: And when 


I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you 


to destroy you, when I smite the land 
of Egypt...” 


We can well imagine the prepara- 
tion for this first passover. Each 
family takes a lamb — “a lamb for 
an house” — and carefully prepares 
everything so that when the destroy- 
ing angel passes through the land he 
will pass over the houses where the 
instructions have been carried out and 
the blood properly placed. We can 
almost hear some member of the fam- 
ily asking, “Father, are you sure the 
blood is on the door posts?” And 
we see the father as he takes this 
member of the household to the front 
door, and pointing to the blood, says, 
“Our home is safe under the blood of 
the lamb.” Here we see the blood of 
a lamb for a family. Behold the Lamb 
of God! 


Let us not stop here. See the pro- 
gressive atonement as it moves froma 
man to a family, and then to a whole 
nation. On through the Bible we 
turn until we come to Israel as a na- 
tion in the wilderness. Certain laws, 
forms, ceremonies and things pertain- 
ing to worship have been given Moses 
by the Lord in order to instruct the 
nation. Among these teachings we 
have the commands concerning the 
tabernacle and its purpose. Sacrifices 
were to be offered by the priests and 
the high priests. The priests went in- 
to the holy place daily to perform 
their sacred duties before the Lord 
in behalf of the people, but the High 
Priest, and there was only one, had a 
unique job which he alone could per- 
form on the day of atonement. We 
have a record of this in Lev. 16:29-33, 


“And this shall be a statute forever 
unto you: that in the seventh month, 
on the tenth day of the month, ye shall 
afflict your souls, and do no work at 
all, whether it be one of your own 
country, or a stranger that sojourneth 
among you: For on that day shall the 
priest make an atonement for you, 
to cleanse you, that ye may be clean 
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HAPPY AND 


QUALITY 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgar.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk's Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’'s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 








“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 


THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 





COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Belk-Simpson Co. Bainbridge, Ga. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 
J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


GEORGIA 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Belk-Sim: Co Paragould, Ark. 

pson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. OHIO 
Belk’'s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. Carthage, Mo. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 
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from all your sins before the Lord... 
he shall make an atonement for the 
holy sanctuary, and he shall make an 
atonement for the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and for the altar, and he 
shall make an atonement for the 
priests, and for all the people of the 
congregation.” 


The high priest was to take a lamb, 
goat, or some other animal on the day 
of Atonement, sacrifice it, enter the 
Holy of Holies, and sprinkle blood up- 
on and before the Mercy Seat to atone 
for the sins of the whole nation. Only 
when the blood was on and before the 
Mercy Seat, and a thick smoke from 
incense had covered the Mercy Seat 
and cherubims, could he come into the 
presence of the Lord to bring the sins 
of the nation to be washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Here we see the 
blood of a Lamb for a nation. Behold 
the Lamb of God! 


But our message would be incom- 
plete if we stopped here; for the blood 
atonement as we have it in Scripture, 
progresses from the blood of a lamb 
for a man, to the blood of a lamb for 
a family, to the blood of a lamb for a 
nation, unto its completion in the New 
Testament. 


In the opening pages of the New 
Testament we read this testimony from 
John the Baptist as he saw Jesus com- 
ing towards him, “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world!” 


The story is told (and though it is 
an imaginary story, it fits right into 
the Biblical account) of a little boy 
born nearly 2,000 years ago over 
whose cradle there was much wonder- 
ing. As the mother looked into the 
face of her child, she wondered, no 
doubt as all mothers do, what her 
child would grow up to become. 


As he grew older he did not walk 
in the teachings of his Jewish mother 
and serve the One True God, but he 
forsook the faith of his parents and 
was led astray into sin. The older he 
grew the meaner he became, until he 
finally formed a band of robbers and 
became its leader. He terrorized the 
countryside around Jerusalem, com- 
mitting so many acts of violence that 
he gained the title, “notable robber’. 


Finally he led his band in an insur- 
rection against the government, in the 
course of which he killed an official 
of Rome. But the Jews did not sup- 
port the insurrection and all Jerusalem 
was glad when Barabbas, at last, lay 








bound in the city prison. Little pity 
was felt for him because his life had 
never been for good but only for ill. 
Everyone was glad when he lay bound 
under sentence of death. 


Barabbas knew that his sentence 
was just by the age-old Law of Moses 
—“The land cannot be cleansed of the 
blood that is shed therein, but by the 
blood of him that shed it,” and again, 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man 
shall his blood be shed...” Yes, 
Barabbas knew that he must die — 
but how? It did not take him long to 
find out; for as he stood gazing from 
the small window high on the wall of 
his dark prison cell he saw three 
crosses being made just outside. 


He shuddered as he thought of the 
awful death of crucifixion. He had 
seen men suffer this cruel death, and 
he knew what it meant; long hours 
of unspeakable agony, the hands and 
feet torn by great spikes, the wrists 
and shoulder-joints dislocated by the 
dragging weight of the body, each 
quivering nerve a separate torture, a 
burning, unquenchable thirst and, all 
around, a jeering, taunting mob. He 
had even heard of cases when men had 
been known to hang in excruciating 
pain for ten days before they finally 
died. 


The only thought which came to 
his mind, then was, when? And this 
was answered shortly when two guards 
came to the door and told him that 
he was to die the next day upon the 
central cross, the cross of eminence, 
as he was the worst criminal. Up and 
down the floor of his cell he paced, 
sleep far from him that night; for 
he knew that when the sun came over 
the hill it would be his last painless 
sunrise. 


Toward morning he heard confused 
noises, outcries, and the trampling of 
feet outside his cell. What could it 
be? The night wore on and at last 
it was daylight—the light of his doom 
day! The sun was just coming over 
the hill, and Barabbas was standing at 
the window when he heard footsteps 
approaching. The key turned in the 
lock and the door swung open. He 
tensed himself as three guards walked 
into the cell. “Go free! Go free! 
Barabbas, you’re a free man! Another 
takes your place!” 


In this story Barabbas rushed out 
into the blinding sunlight right into 
the midst of a howling mob on its way 
to the place of a Skull. He could do 
nothing but go along too. As he was 


pushed along by the mob he saw in 
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the lead a Man bearing a cross upon 


His shoulders. Many times he saw the 
Man stumble and fall, only to be lashed 
to his feet again. 


He heard the soldiers swearing and 
cursing, but the Man with the cross 
did not open His mouth. He heard a 
remark from one in the throng near- 
by, “He is led as a lamb to the slaught- 
er, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth,” 
but Barabbas was too occupied with 
what was taking place at the head of 
the procession to give it any thought. 


When the summit was reached, the 
cross was thrown upon the ground and 
the Man laid on it. Barabbas heard 
the ring of a mallet upon spikes and 
then a thud as the cross dropped into 
its hole. The robber wondered who 
the man could be who was dying in 
his place. He elbowed his way through 
the crowd until he was standing be- 
neath the central cross, and looking 
up found himself staring into the face 
of the Man of Galilee called Jesus, the 
Man who had gone up and down the 
country doing good, healing the sick, 
raising the dead; the Man whom Peter 
called the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world; the Man of whom John had 
spoken saying, “Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


Let us stand in the shoes of Barab- 
bas and look into the face of Christ, 
letting our minds run back through 
the Old Testament to Abel. Behold 
a lamb for a man, then a lamb for a 
family, then a lamb for a nation and 
finally the blood of The Lamb for the 
whole world. Jesus Christ — the 
Lamb of God Who takes away the sin 
of the world — this is our Redemption! 
Behold the Lamb of God, and as we 
behold Him hear Him cry out, “It is 
finished!’ — the three greatest words 
ever spoken in the human language. 
The supreme sacrifice has been made 
once and for all. 


As we continue to think of Him as 
the Lamb of God, our Saviour, and 
the Saviour of the world, let us hear 
His Words, “Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me... unto the uttermost part 
of the earth ... go ye therefore and 
teach all nations...” This is our 
message. Let us faithfully preach it, 
that all people everywhere may be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. 

vk * * *« * 

The Rev. Mr. Fain is pastor of the 
Bethany Church, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. 














EDITORIAL 





Modern Presbyterians 


An appealing but nevertheless dis- 
turbing letter arrived in the mail this 
week. The writer said, “I am proud 
to call myself a Presbyterian. I was 
honored by being elected an Elder in 
my church. I want to see the Presby- 
terian Church united and bearing a 
strong, unified witness across Amer- 
ica. But as long as we continue to 
to have among us, those like 
yourselves, who cling to a harsh 17th 
Century Calvinism, I see nothing ahead 
but disunity. I refer especially to 
Rev. Freundt’s article on Predestina- 
tion in the Oct. 28 issue of the JOUR- 
NAL, which someone has just now 
showed me.” 


Now we are going to try to guess 
what this evidently earnest Elder has 
experienced of “Presbyterianism.” 


We are going to guess that he is 
one of thousands who who have been 
a Presbyterian a relatively short time. 
Living in a rapidly growing com- 
munity, perhaps married to a wife of 
a different denomination than his own, 
he found himself in the neighborhood 
of a Presbyterian church which he 
joined with his family in an effort to 
make a worthy compromise. 


In this church we visualize that he 
came under the ministry of one of a 
growing number of younger ministers 
whose theological training was in 
Tillich, Niebuhr and Barth instead of 
Calvin and Paul. Sunday after Sunday 
he listened to the “existential applica- 
tion of spiritual concern through the 
use of religious symbols” in the Name 
of an Almighty Who is revealed in 
Jesus when accepted by faith as the 
Christ.” In due course of time, under 
the Rotary System, this man became 
an Elder. 


When he read the JOURNAL article 
this man was genuinely shocked. He 
honestly believes that he is a Presby- 
terian. He cannot imagine any- 
one actually believing the ideas ap- 
pearing in this magazine because they 
have always been characterized to him 
as “naive”. If he has studied the Con- 


fession of Faith it has been as one 
would study a quaint relic of the past, 
good in its day but no longer relevant 
to our age. 


We repeat: this man sincerely be- 
lieves that he represents Presbyterian- 
ism! One of these days he will go 
to the General Assembly and there 
vote his sincere convictions — and, 
perhaps, the Presbyterian Church will 
be no more. 





Children In The Marketplace 


As our Lord so aptly illustrated in 
His parable about the children play- 
ing in the marketplace, when some- 
one does not want something he can 
always find sufficient excuse for not 
taking it. How often have we tried 
to persuade a friend to do something 
or to go somewhere only to be met 
with excuse after excuse until we 
finally realized that our friend simply 
did not want to do what we were 
suggesting? 


The principle applies in the under- 
standing of religious Truth. That man 
who continually finds fault with the 
Bible simply does not believe it. The 
Word of God is an “offense” to him 
and so he finds fault. The “offense” 
of the Cross is the offense of every- 
thing Christian. Men who have not 
met Jesus Christ in Person do not 
understand Him as He is offered. 
Watch them. They try to find the 
hidden or symbolic meaning. Instead 
of falling down and worshiping they 
allegorize, simplify, qualify and quib- 
ble until the supernatural is all ex- 
plained away and sacred things are 
made commonplace. I am thinking of 
the Sunday School lesson I read a 
week or two ago in which Peter was 
said to have escaped from prison 
“through the connivance of a friend- 
ly jailor or the cooperation of a brok- 
en lock.” 


The author of such a statement is 
simply stumbling over the “offense” 
of the Gospel. He is an unbeliever. 
It is of no practical use to prove him 
wrong in his heresy. He would simp- 
ly find some other way to avoid com- 
ing to terms with the Lord of Glory, 
attaining a true perspective through 
the process of personal regeneration. 


Listen to such people if you must, 
bear your testimony before them in 
iove, but don’t let their unbelief dis- 
tort your Christian perspective. The 
Truth you know they do not under- 
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“These 
Romans, they make a desert and call 


stand because they cannot. 


that peace” (Tacitus). Do not fall 
into the trap represented by the spirit- 
ual desert which calls itself peace. 





Misoneism! 


Not long ago we read an essay 
built around the word “misoneism” 
which, we were told, means hatred of 
innovation or change. The particular 
context was the disinclination of so 
many people (in the opinion of the 
author a bad thing) to abandon the 
traditions of the past and step out 
with a new Christianity which recog- 
nizes that, after all, the Bible is only 
“a dated and culturally conditioned 
human record.” 


Now we believe that the Bible must 
be made relevant to every age in a 
manner most appropriate to the spe- 
cial needs of that age. Expressions 
and thought-forms become archaic. 
There is nothing — for instance — 
less stimulating than a worn-out il- 
lustration taken from the horse-and 
buggy days when an up-to-date parable 
would say it better. 


But there is a difference between the 
commendable desire to “make the Gos- 
pel relevant to our day” and the pas- 
sion to “bring the Gospel up to date.” 
The first attitude recognizes the ap- 
plicability of Timeless Truth to a 
changing world. The second, however, 
believes that a changing world de- 
mands a changing Gospel. 


Adapting the Word of God to a 
changing situation is a _ legitimate 
Christian preoccupation. But calling 
the Word of God “a dated and cul- 
turally conditioned human record” be- 
trays an unbeliever. 


The false teachers of the Christian 
community ordinarilly try to justify 
their radical treatment of the eternal 
Gospel by saying that they wish to 
“simplify it’. Dr. P. S. Glen, of Knox 
College, Toronto, has a pithy word to 
say about this: 


“Simplification is, of itself, good. 
But there is such a thing as an ‘irre- 
sponsible simplification.’ Truly to 
simplify is immensely difficult. The 
one who ‘simplifies’ without maintain- 
ing harmony between the simplifica- 
tion and the thing simplified is irre- 
sponsible and the measure of the dif- 
ference between the starting point and 
the end is the measure of the irrespon- 
sibility.” 


wil 


A Layman And His Church 


WITH BIBLE IN HAND 


The president of Hebrew Union Col- 
lege — Jewish Institute of Religion— 
is Dr. Nelson Glueck. Dr. Glueck is 
a rabbi and an archaeologist of note. 
He is also a scholar with a profound 
faith in the historical accuracy of 
the Bible. 


Writing in the Dec. 22nd issue of 
Look Magazine: “The Untold Story of 
Christ’s World”, Dr. Glueck says: 


“In exploring the ancient sites and 
civilizations of the Negev during the 
past several years, I have always gone 
with Bible in hand, and with utter 
confidence in its historical descrip- 
tions and clues. My unvarying exper- 
ience has been that the statements in 
the Bible, when properly understood 
and evaluated, are absolutely reliable, 
although their shorthand is sometimes 
perplexing and at other times still in- 
comprehensible. 


“The phenomenon of the Bible’s his- 
torical memory is similar to that of 
the Homeric tales. Those of us who 
work in the field of Biblical history 
and archaeology have learned to re- 
spect profoundly the memory of events 
kept alive in men’s hearts and minds. 
Firm belief in the validity of the Bible 
has led me from one astonishing dis- 
covery to another. Solomon’s long- 
lost seaport of Ezion-geber, for in- 
stance, is described in I Kings as be- 
ing ‘on the shore of the Red Sea, by 
the side of Eloth, and in the land of 
Edom.’ With that description firmly 
in mind, I looked for the seaport and 
found it exactly where the Bible said 
it was. 


“Time and time again, in my own ex- 
perience and that of others, Biblical 
descriptions or hints, contained often 
in seemingly legendary accounts, have 
been confirmed by archaeological dis- 
coveries or have led to them. 


“It needs to be emphasized that it is 
not the purpose of Biblical archaeology 
to ‘prove’ the correctness of the Bi- 
ble. Its theological validity neither 
requires nor lends itself to scientific 
proof. The mysterious and the mirac- 
ulous, bound up with the idea of God 
and His works and faith in them, are 
not subject to rational comprehension, 
nor do they depend upon empirical 
corroboration. The Bible remains pri- 
marily a profound theological docu- 


ment, and only secondarily a book of 
history. The truths of the one do not 
depend upon the accuracy of the other. 
Still, it would be idle and invidious to 
ignore the latter because it is associ- 
ated with the former. 


“As the result of archaeological work 
like ours, we can now map the miracle 
of mankind on the march during ages 
bursting with creativity, followed by 
eras of terror and destruction. With 
these stirring historical signposts, I 
have been able to walk abroad in the 
Negev with the Israelites of the Ex- 
odus, tracing the footsteps of Joshua 
and Caleb and their companions. I 
have been able to suffer and exult in 
the majesty, the loneliness and silence, 
the hunger, thirst and fear that were 
experienced in their day by Abraham 
and Hagar, by Joseph, the son of 
Jacob, and by Joseph and Mary and 
the Infant Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Bo * * * 

We live in a day when, strange to 
say, many Protestant scholars vie with 
each other in attempts to down-grade 
the Bible. Working on the assump- 
tion that scientific discoveries have in- 
validated much in the Scriptures; re- 
jecting the possibility of historical ac- 
curacy; questioning the supernatural 
and miraculous as a part of divine 
revelation, the Christian world is flood- 
ed with clever hypotheses by exceed- 
ingly clever men, who in turn quote 
each other as authorities, even when 
their “assured findings” have been 
supplanted by newer “discoveries” 
calculated to discredit the historical 
accuracy of the Written Word. 


It is therefore wonderfully refresh- 
ing to have a Jewish scholar come out 
so clearly for the historical accuracy 
of the Bible. 


Nor is he alone: in a recent article 
in Christianity Today, Dr. Cyrus Gor- 
don, Professor of Near Eastern 
Studies and Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Mediterranean Studies at 
Brandies University, writing of those 
who continue to harp on the JEDP 
theory of the origin of the Pentateuch, 
says: “I am at a loss to explain this 
kind of ‘conviction’ on any grounds 
other than intellectual laziness or in- 
ability to appraise.” And later in 
the same article: “That this type of 
teaching should go on in our age of 


discovery when Biblical scholarship is 
so exciting is. so to speak, a perverse 
miracle.” 


To countless millions today the Bi- 
ble continues to be an unending de- 
light. They have tasted and found 
that it is good. They have proved it 
and found that it is true. They have 
believed it and day by day it brings 
hope to their souls. 


Our Lord spoke words of warning 
to those who would offend His “little 
ones” — those who in child-like faith 
accept Him (the Christ of Holy Writ) 
and His evaluation of the Scriptures. 


We believe that He will surely hon- 
or those who on the other hand use 
their talents to strengthen the faith 
of others. 


Thank God there are yet many who 
do just that. 
—L. N. B. 


Bible And Archaeology 


BETHLEHEM — (EP) — How did 
spies sneak in and out of Bethel? 
(Judges 1:22-25). How did Jerusalem’s 
men of war escape when the Babylon- 
ians broke into the city? (II Kings 
25:3). Recent archaeological discov- 
eries of secret underground passage- 
ways near Bethlehem give a clue to 
events in the Bible which have hither- 
to been difficult to understand. 
Archaeologists have found one such 
secret passage in the wall of a fort 
apparently built nearly 3,000 years 
ago. Until now, scholars could only 
guess about the architectural tricks 
involved to allow Biblical characters 
to by-pass fortified city gates and 
sneak out. The hill on which the 
discovery was made is said to be the 
same one the Virgin Mary rested on 
on her way to Bethlehem. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 10, 1959 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Strengthening New Churches 


Background Scripture: Acts 14 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 35 


Paul and Barnabas were pioneers; they started many 
new churches. But they were wise enough to know 
that when you start a new thing you must care for it 
and strengthen it. We should nourish new converts, 
and we should nourish new churches. Paul wrote 
nourishing letters to his churches and a large part 
of the New Testament is composed of his letters to the 
churches at Rome and Corinth and Ephesus and 
Thessalonica and Galatia and Philippi. He also wrote 
letters to church leaders like Timothy and Titus. In 
fact, this writing of letters was a most important part 
of his ministry. He speaks of his “care of all the 
churches”. He had to encourage and instruct and 
rebuke and warn the different churches. These letters 
are valuable for us as they are written by a man who 
was not only qualified but inspired by the Holy Spirit. 


One of the ways Paul strengthened these new 
churches was to visit them. His visits are the subject 
of our lesson today. 


Before we turn to the Scripture in Acts 14, let us 
look at Isaiah 35 where the prophet is talking about 
strengthening God’s people. “Strengthen ye the weak 
hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them 
that are of a fearful heart, Be srong, fear not: behold 
your God will come with vengeance, even God with a 
recompense; He will come and save you. Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped. ‘Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: 
for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and 
streams in the desert”. 


The way we travel is not always smooth; there are 
rough places, and steep places, and miry places, and 
the hearts of the people are often discouraged because 
of the way. We need strong Christians and hopeful 
Christians; we need Greatheart and old Honest, for 
there are the Ready-to-halts and the Fearings who 
travel with us as we journey toward the Celestial 
City. Paul and Barnabas both knew the need for en- 
couragement. The very name, Barnabas, stood for 
Consolation, or Encouragement. Paul, in his letters 
tells us to care for the weak and bear their infirmities. 


I once read a story called “Klondyke Klan”. As 
the name implies, it was the story of a company of 
men and women who set out for the gold fields in 
Alaska. They resolved to stick together and help 
each other. They had to delay their journey at times 
because someone got sick or hurt, but they all finally 
reached their destination. So, as Christians, and as 


churches, we need to take care of the feeble ones and 
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look after the children and help those who need us 
and comfort those who are in trouble and sorrow. 
Strong churches need to help weaker churches, just 
as strong Christians need to help weak ones. We 
should always remember that the Church is one, the 
Body of Christ, and when we encourage a small, weak 
church we are in reality helping the whole Body of 
Christ. If I cut my finger, it hurts the whole body, 
and whatever hurts even the weakest Christian, or the 
weakest church, hurts the whole Church, and what- 
ever we do to help the smallest and weakest, helps 
the whole Church. 


Paul and Barnabas realized that these new churches 
needed to be strengthened and they did this. We may 
divide our lesson into two parts: (1) Some of the 
experiences of Paul and Barnabas, as they continued 
their mission, and (2) Some of the ways in which they 
strengthened their new converts. 


I. Some Experiences on their Mission. 


1. In Iconium: 14-1-5 


Both Paul and Barnabas went into the synagogue at 
Inconium and so preached that a great many Jews 
and Greeks believed. It was not long, however, be- 
fore the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and 
turned their minds against the missionaries. They 
staved there a long time in spite of this opposition 
and God gave power to the word of His grace and al- 
lowed signs and wonders to be done by them. The 
city became divided, part holding with the Jews and 
part with the missionaries. Plans were made to stone 
them, and becoming aware of this, they fled to Lystra 
and Derbe. 


Jesus had warned His disciples that there would be 
“divisions” even within families and that His followers 
would have opposition and persecution. God had 
told Saul of Tarsus that he would suffer for the Name 
of Christ. I do not suppose we can fully understand 
this opposition, for it seems unreasonable to us, but 
Satan was using every means in his power to stop the 
spread of the Gospel, and he found ready allies in the 
fanatical and unbelieving Jews. There is still great 
opposition to the Gospel. It means persecution and 
even death today for a Mohammedan to become a 
Christian and it is almost that way for Jews. 


2. At Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia: 14: 
6-20 


There was a certain man at Lystra who was im- 


potent in his feet. He heard Paul speak, and the 
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apostle, “seeing he had faith to be healed, said with 
a loud voice, ‘Stand upright on thy feet.’ And he 
leaped and walked.” Paul did not perform many 
miracles in most places, but here and in Iconium he 
was led to do these mighty works. 


This miracle had a tremendous effect on the people 
and they cried out, “The gods are come down to us 
in the likeness of men!” They even named Paul and 
Barnabas after two of their gods, Jupiter and Mercury, 
and the priest of Jupiter brought oxen and garlands 
preparing to offer sacrifices. This horrified the mis- 
sionaries and they ran in among the people, crying 
out, “Sirs, why do ye these things? We are just men 
like yourselves who have come to tell you to turn away 
from these vanities unto the Living God!” They had 

hard time keeping the people from worshipping 
them. 


But the tide turned when certain men came from 
Antioch and Iconium who “persuaded the people and 
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing him to be dead, but while the disciples 
stood around, he rose up and came into the city and 
the next day he and Barnabas departed to Derbe” 
where they preached the Gospel and taught many. 


A mob of people will do strange things: 
worship one day and stone the next. On Palm Sunday 
the people shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” 
Before the week was out, some of the same ones 
possibly cried out “Crucify Him!” We can never tell 
what a lot of people will do. Certainly, in this case 
of Paul, we see how fickle a crowd can be. 


they will 


3. Returning to Antioch in Syria: 14:21-28 


After winning a number of converts in Derbe, they 
retraced their path visiting Lystra and Iconium and 
Antioch, “confirming the souls of the disciples and 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we 
must through much tribulation enter into the king- 
dom of God”. The way of sincere Chrisians is never 
an easy way. We are not carried to the skies on flow- 
ery beds of ease, even in our day, for we have our share 
of sickness and trouble and opposition, but in the 
days of Paul there was the most intense opposition and 
persecution imaginable. We are reminded of the vi- 
sion of the “great multitude that no man can number 
who have come from every nation and kindred and 
tribe,” described in the seventh chapter of Revelation. 
When the question was asked, “Who are these? and 
whence came they?” the answer was given, “These 
are they that have come through great tribulation and 
have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb”. It is the way the Master went: 
shall not the servant tread it also? “They have perse- 
cuted me; they will also persecute you”, said Jesus. 
Compared to the way of these early Christians, our life 
is an easy one. 


Paul and Barnabas also organized these congrega- 
tions, ordaining elders in every church. We Presby- 
terians see in this act our special form of church gov- 
ernment; a governing of the church by elders, with 
deacons having their special work to do. Paul has 
much to say in his letters to Timothy and Titus about 
the qualifications of elders and deacons. They knew 
that the stability of these churches would rest upon 


the shoulders of those who would remain for Paul 
and Barnabas had to be on their way. 


They also prayed with them and commended them 
to the Lord. And at the close of their journey they 
sailed to Antioch in Syria from which city they had 
been sent, and reported to the church all that God 
had done with them and how He had opened the 
door of faith to the Gentiles. “And they abode a 
long time with the disciples”. They had travelled far, 
working and suffering. Now they deserved a rest be- 
fore continuing their work. Today we give our mis- 
sionaries rest periods, or furloughs. Even then they 
continue their labor for the Lord as we call upon them 
for service at home. 


II. Some Ways in Which They Strengthened the 
Churches. 


One way was the testimony of their own courage 
and faithfulness in preaching the Gospel and bearing 
witness for Christ. This could not but impress these 
new converts and help them to be true and faithful. 
When they saw how heroically Paul and Barnabas bore 
their own hardships they would be more ready to 
stand as good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Then, God gave them power to heal the sick and 
perform other miracles. These strengthened the faith 
of those who believed and helped to convince the un- 
believers. ‘There was need for proof that these were 
accredited servants of God and these proofs were given 
of the Lord. 


Then, as we have seen, they organized the congrega- 
tions by ordaining elders to look after them. This was 
one of Paul’s “strong points”. He relied upon elders 
and deacons to continue the work which the mis- 
sionaries had begun. 


They also wrote special words of encouragement to 
them. In like manner we are to strengthen our breth- 
ren in the Lord. 
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UNG PEOPLES 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 10, 1960 


What is He Saying to Me? 


Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16; 105-112; 129-136 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Break Thou The Bread Of Life” 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
“Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Again today we are considering the youth theme for 
1960: “God Speaks — Are You Listening?”. Last 
week we said that God very truly speaks to people 
through the Scriptures. We call the Bible “the Word 
of God” because it is God’s message to man which He 
caused to be written long ago. Even though the words 
of the Bible were written many years ago, they still 
have meaning for us because they are God’s Words. 
God’s Words are eternally true and eternally important. 


Now the question comes, “What does God say to us 
through the Bible?” “What is He saying to me?” We 
need to know what to expect Him to say. If you know 
what to listen for, you can hear many sounds that 
would ordinarily escape your attention. We also need 
to know how and where to listen to God as He speaks 
to us in the Bible. Our speakers will offer some sug- 
gestions to help us know what God is saying to us... 
to know what He is saying to you. 


First Speaker: 


When a number of people hear the same speech, 
they all actually hear the same words. For practical 
purposes though, they do not hear the same words, 
because different words impress different people. While 
all hear the same words, all do not get the same mes- 
sage. Reading and hearing the Bible is like that. We 
all read and hear the same words, but we do not re- 
ceive the same message. It is not that one receives 
a true message and another receives a false message . . . 
we all receive an incomplete message. It is most im- 
portant that we hear all that God has to say to us. In 
order to hear the full message of God, we need to 
know what to expect. 


When we read and hear the Bible, we can expect 
God to tell us about Himself. The Scriptures tell us 
in plain words that God is mighty, holy, righteous, 
good, just, merciful, and loving. Not only does the 
Bible make these statements about the nature of God, 
it describes the works of God which demonstrate His 
qualities of character. For instance, the Bible does 
not merely say that “God is love’, it proves that God 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


loves because it tells how He gave His only begotten 
Son as a gift of love to save sinners. 


We do not ordinarily think of the Bible as being an 
authority on human nature, but it is. We can expect 
God, speaking in the Bible, to tell us about ourselves. 
The Bible says we are sinners, and then it proves the 
point by describing the sinfulness of our lives. The 
Bible tells us that we need to be changed spiritually 
before we can be happy and before we can be fit fo 
fellowship with a holy and righteous God. God tells 
us that we were made by Him to have fellowship with 
Him, but we must be saved before that fellowship can 
take place. 


When we read and hear the Bible we can expect 
God to tell us about the salvation He has provided for 
us. He tells us of the atoning work of Christ. He 
tells us that His way is the only way for us to be trans- 
formed from spiritual death to spiritual life. He tells 
us that we receive His gift of salvation and life by 
faith alone. Many of us have heard God speak to us 
personally about these things. We know that we are 
saved. If we are born again, we can expect God speak- 
ing through the Bible to tell us how a saved person 
should live. 


Second Speaker: 


How and where do we hear God speaking to us’ 
When people complain that they never hear God 
speaking to them, it is usually because they do not 
really listen or because they have not listened in the 
right way and the right place. 


God speaks to people who are faithful readers of the 
Bible. ‘To be a faithful reader calls for prayer before 
each reading. The best interpreter or explainer ol 
the Bible is the God who inspired it. We cannot read 
the Bible as though it were a simple novel. It con- 
tains deep truths, and it must be read thoughtfully. 
Our Bible reading must also be systematic. It is 
our spiritual food, and we ought to read it with the 
same regularity with which we take our meals. 

The Shorter Catechism says that the preaching of 
the Word is especially effective in bringing people to 
Christ and building them up in Him. God speaks to 
people through the preaching of the Bible. Since this 
is true, we ought to be faithful to attend the services 
where the Word is preached and to give careful atten- 
tion to the preaching. What is said for the preaching 
of the Bible can also be said for the teaching of the 
Word. 


God speaks to people through the reading of Chris- 
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tian literature. 


to His people. 


It is not that we believe religious 
writers receive a kind of second-rate inspiration, but in 
their writing they explain the Bible in the same way 
that preachers and teachers do in their speaking. Chris- 
tian literature is teaching and preaching in print, and 
as long as it is based on the Bible, God uses it to speak 


Program Leader: 


We have a wonderful theme for this year. 
constantly bear in mind that God does truly speak to 
us through the Bible. 


Let us 


Let us keep reminding our- 


selves what we can expect Him to be saying to us, and 
then, let us be sure to make use of all the means by 
which the Word 


of God comes to us. 





(Cont. from P. 4) 


field. “Our calling is to make per- 
sonnel and funds available to churches 
for their use in their missionary and 
evangelistic outreach under their own 
administration.” 


Not all of the members of the Di- 
vision of Foreign Missions would agree 
with the bold thinking of the NCC. 
But it is not an easy thing to sit in 
on discussions of this kind, observe a 
world-wide organization of vast pro- 
portions administering its resources at 
home and abroad in an ecumenical 
movement of cooperation and unity, 
then go home determined to continue 
to be different. The pressure to or- 
ganizational unity at any price, to 
“give and take” in order to meet and 
halt the headlong rush of a mad world 
makes one feel like Neville Chamber- 
lain must have felt when he came 
back from Munich feeling that maybe 
this will turn the trick... 


But for some — the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. being one — the “mis- 
sionary enterprise” is not to be wholly 
identified with a program of subsidy 
in funds and personnel of churches 
abroad. Missions is not “foreign aid.” 
The missionary is not to become simply 
a person who leaves off working with 
one church in one part of the world 
and goes to work with another church 
in another part of the world mostly 
because he prefers a change in work- 
ing conditions and location of service. 


For instance, however much we may 
approve the work among American 
Presbyterians being done by the Rev. 
E. N. Abboa-Offei of Ghana, under the 
auspices of the UPUSA Presbyterian 
Church, we hardly agree that our mis- 
sionary enterprise, as such, necessarily 
includes bringing members of national 
churches abroad to work as mission- 
aries to our church at home. But that 
is what the exchange system function- 
ing under the new “fraternal worker” 
plan is doing. 


That is “paternalism” of a sort. It 
says: “You have your own church 
and your own work and we have no 
business guiding or instructing you. 
But I am coming to work under your 
supervision and at your direction with 
my money which I shall make avail- 


able to you to spend as you wish in 
order to give you the benefit of my 
superior qualifications for the work.” 
The necessary implication is that the 
worker, under these conditions, con- 
siders himself possessed of a “su- 
periority” of some kind else he 
wouldn’t horn in on someone else’s 
program. Such a missions policy re- 
inforces the contention sometimes 
heard that Americans should stay at 
home and tend to the heathen here. 


Moreover, the Christian pattern of 
Authority advocates a spiritual “pa- 
ternalism” if not a social one. The 
Apostle Paul thought of his churches 
as those he had “begotten” in the 
name of the Father and to whom he 
could speak authoritatively as a father 
in Christ — not with whom he would 
embark on a program of a mutual ex- 
change of views. 


However, the larger proportion of 
the denominations represented in the 
Division of Foreign Missions of the 
NCC — even the Church of God — 
have already fallen into line with the 
basic aspects of the program of co- 
operation and subsidy advocated by 
the NCC and are busily engaged in 
re-orientating their constituency to the 
new facts of life. 


The assembly was frankly orientated 
to provide increasing acceptance of 
the-idea that the fragmentation of 
the missionary enterprise must cease 
— a worthy view indeed. However: 
in the “Church to Church” contact 
(with a capital “C”) which must re- 
place the present “board to Church” 
contact existing in too many instances, 
the cooperative body at home was sug- 
gested as the only valid body through 
which administrative contact may be 
established and maintained with the 
“younger churches” abroad, although 
ne direct reference was made to such 
an arrangement in the conference. 


For several denominations this has 
already suggested a surrender of a part 
or most of their major board functions 
to the inter-church committees of the 
Division of Foreign Missions of the 
NCC. It was assumed, without ques- 
tion, that the “younger churches” are 
ready and able to take responsibility 
and control of the Christian work with- 


in their bounds and that the function 
of the home churches will ultimately 
become that of bodies subsidizing the 
work abroad, upon demand, with funds 
and personnel. The strong implica- 
tion, throughout, was that denomina- 
tions really have no further right 
to existence abroad as denominations 
and the day may come when they will 
surrender their individual interests to 
the ecumenical body (NCC) at home. 


Negotiations at the level represent- 
ed by this meeting inevitably proceed 
several stages above the “common 
touch”, even as the world of the phil- 
osopher is somewhat removed from 
the sound and fury generated by his 
philosophy. One delegate deplored the 
disinterest of the people of his denomi- 
nation in concepts of “mission”: “In- 
evitably,” he complained, “they say to 
me, ‘Don’t talk to us of principles; tell 
us what’s going on in the field’ ”. 


The conference reminded this ob- 
server of the stock market’s relation 
to the farmer. On the floor of the 
market the trading in futures material- 
ly affects the outcome of the farmer’s 
industry. But there is little rapport 
between Wall Street and the wind- 
burned follower of the plow. 


Here was the General Staff of 
Christendom at work: the Supreme 
Command efficiently briefing its field 
staff by means of lectures and of care- 
fully guided discussion groups for the 
execution of the desired purposes. 


Again, it called to mind the Mass 
in which the activity at the altar is 
for the benefit of the witnessing con- 
gregation which comes to see, to re- 
ceive and to return home. The ma- 
chinery of the ecumenical movement 
does not really think of itself as the 
servant of the churches. It tends to 
think of itself as the voice of au- 
thority speaking to the churches. 


Herein, perhaps, lies the danger. 
For the issue is not one of coopera- 
tion vs. non-cooperation. It is rather 
one of cooperation with what? And 
on what basis? And in order to go 
in what direction? Increasingly, per- 
haps, denominations will turn to New 
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MINISTERS: 


Fred C. Holder, from Charlotte, N. 
C. to 4232 Old Brook Road, Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 


Reuben J. Wallace, from Friendship 
Church, Gray Court, S. C. to Fuller 
Memorial Church, Durham, North 
Carolina (eff. Jan. 1st). 


Robert S. Chamberlain, from Balti- 
more, Maryland, to Bealeton, Vir- 
ginia (eff. Jan. 1st). 


’ Charles F. Allen, from Wellford, S. 
€. to Turner Church, Rt. 5, Monroe, 
N. C. (Jan. 1st). 


O. H. Welborn, from Taylorsville, 
Miss., to Stanley, N. C. 


DEATHS: 


Miss Lois Neel, formerly of Char- 
lotte, N. C., of an extended illness, 
in High Point, N. C. For many years 
Miss Neel was a staunch supporter 
of and a recruiter for World Mis- 
sions. 


LETTERS 
THE CATECHISM 


I am a subscriber of some years, and 
this is the first time I have ever felt 
like protesting at anything in your 
periodical. But I was rather indig- 
nant at what I consider a mutilation of 
the answer to the question in our 
Catechism, “What benefits do believers 
receive from Christ at death?” In 
the number for Nov. 25th, D.A. Mc- 
Candliss gives an abbreviated answer, 
even changing the words! I look upon 
the Catechism as next to the Bible in 
giving benefit to hungry souls, and 
wondered how anyone could change 
it in any way. I love it and have 
spent many sleepless hours repeating 
it through. 

—(Miss) Edith I. Walker 
Savannah, Ga. 


We rejoice in Miss Walker’s testi- 
mony and wish that more Presby- 
terians felt about the Catechism as 
she does. In this instance, we must 
accept the blame for what happened. 
Mr. McCandliss (who also loves the 
Catechism) quoted from the Confes- 
sion of Faith. It was the Editor who 


inadvertently put “Catechism” in the 
text—Ed. 





SOUND AND FURY 


When I have had an opportunity to 
see your paper in libraries, I have read 
it just to see what you are saying. 


I would not want to subscribe, be- 
cause I do not want to encourage and 
give financial support to an influence 
which seems to me to be often out of 
harmony, if not in outright opposition 
to the Holy Spirit. I regret and dis- 
approve your 1) Tendency toward Bib- 
lieal literalism, 2) Racist and segrega- 
tionist line, 3) Opposition to the ecu- 
menical movement. 

—/(Rev.) Hershey Julien 
Brigham City, Utah 


We hope Mr. Julien will at least 
continue to visit the library—Ed. 





SWEET SOUND AND FURY 


I have seen many religious papers 
and magazines, denominational and 
otherwise, over a long period of years 
and frankly have never seen a better. 
It rates AA-1. The make-up, recog- 
nizing the needs of the various depart- 
ments of the Church, is excellent. I 
so much like the Scriptural way in 
which controversial questions are 
handled. I do not remember where I 
heard the following many years ago, 
but you are evidently following that 
course: “In essentials unity, in non- 
essentials liberty, in all things love.” 

—D. M. Schum 
Altoona, Penna. 





I have been wanting to write you 
for a long time and tell you how much 
we enjoy the JOURNAL and ap- 
preciate the many good articles and 
the sound, conservative stand you take 
on the things pertaining to our Chris- 
tian Faith. As a Bible teacher for 
the Women’s Circle Study, I would 
like to say the lessons given in the 
JOURNAL this year have been a spe- 
cial blessing . . . These lessons alone 
are worth more than the price of the 
JOURNAL. 

—Mrs. W. F. Young 
Pensacola, Florida 


We hope that our readers will find 
Dr. Gutzke’s lessons in 1960 equally 
inspiring—Ed. 





| am hastening to renew my sub- 
scription and am sending my renewal 
by air to be sure that I do not miss 


a single issue. I pray for all of you. 
I love the JOURNAL and speak a 
good word for it every time I can. 


—Mrs. T. H. Lipscomb 
West Point, Miss. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 


Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, Jr. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Topic for 
Jan. 3 
“THE 
PROBLEM 
OF 
GRIEF” 


Dr. Redhead 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
314-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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York for their theology and their 
polity. There is certainly little en- 
couragement for them to turn to the 
Bible. For all their talk of “Chris- 
tian” and of “Christ,” only one speak- 
er in three days oriented his remarks 
in terms of Scripture and he was talk- 
ing about the priestly role of the 
church based on the priestly function 
described in Hebrews. 


The message is rather from the 
“ecumenical spirit’, for a “mission” 
determined by men of sound judgment 
appraising the existential situation. 
Consequently, as a high official of the 
Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions 
said; “When you force a centralized 
structure just for the sake of coopera- 
tion, vaccums are left in the work. 
Then God raises up his Bob Pierces 
and World Vision (reference to non- 
cooperating missions earlier) to supply 
the deficiency.” 


One can understand a little more 
clearly Rome’s optimism about the de- 
velopment of Protestantism’s doctrine 
of the Church. 


PAGE 16 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 23. 1959 





